THE STAR MAKER SCHOOL

An Educated Parent ~ Acting 
Cold Reading -- Refers to the ability to pick up a scene (aka "sides") and within about 5 minutes, create a character and be able to act out the scene. Memorization is nice, but not necessary as long as the child can keep their face up and out of the page. This is a very difficult skill, but it can't really be studied until the child is reading independently (about 8 yrs old).  

Monologue -- the practice of a short speech, delivered in character. Monologues are very rarely used in TV/film auditions, but they are sometimes requested for agency meetings and theatre auditions. It's always good to have one age-appropriate monologue ready to go.  Most actors can perfect a monologue more effectively in a private lesson instead. Monologues can be "contemporary" or "classical", with classical being Shakespeare and other literature of that era and quality. Kids will almost always be asked for contemporary monologues.  

Commercial -- most television commercials these days require kids who appear natural and unrehearsed. We suggest taking commercial class, just so that kids can learn the basics of how the auditions will go: slating (saying your name and age), profiles, etc. Very young kids may also want to start with a commercial class, since this is usually the first type of audition they will have. 
Improvisation -- learning to think on your feet! Even if your child is not a comedian, an improvisation class (improv, for short) is a must-do. This skill is extremely useful for actors in all areas of the industry, but especially for comedy work, voiceover, and commercial, where producers expect the actors to come up with some of their own material in the auditions. Improv can be extremely helpful in getting kids to "come out of their shell", and learn to take re-direction in theatrical auditions as well. Many actors continue to take Improv classes throughout their career to keep their skills and comedy ideas fresh. Classes usually consist of improv games, followed by some sort of imagination-based skits. There are two types of improv: short form (improv games: think of "Who's Line Is It Anyway?") and long form (where the characters are related by story or theme, commonly performed in full length shows). Sometimes classes will allow kids to have a comedy "show" at the end of the session. Warning: be careful where you take improv classes. Inexperienced teachers tend to let the kids run wild or be undisciplined. 
Audition Prep Classes -- Like commercial classes, this can be a short session or an "intensive". It is really helpful at the beginning of an actor's career. These classes are not about ACTING per-se, but about how you present yourself. Should you shake hands with the casting director? Dress the part? Use props in a scene that mentions them? What kind of small talk is expected? Look for classes from working actors, who know what the current trends are.  

Voiceover: The best voiceover actors are just good ACTORS...they can cold read easily, and improv as well. Voiceover-specific classes are often expensive because they should take place in a sound studio with an engineer and a booth that must be rented. Look for classes that offer booth experience and maybe even a CD of your work at day's end. Sometimes that CD can be used as an introductory demo tape to introduce your child to a voiceover agent.  

On-Camera Classes -- This isn't really a type of acting, but since the phrase is used often in advertisements.  "On-camera" simply means that they will be filming your child during class, and showing the film to the students as they go, critiquing it along the way. This can be a great learning tool, because often actors don't know how they appear on camera. A good on-camera commercial class can show a child that they need to stop fiddling with their pockets (nervous habit), rolling their eyes, or using hand gestures that are just too over-the-top. On-camera classes are great for newbies, and for commercial classes or audition prep classes.  

Scene Study: This is the meat of real acting skill. It involves the ability to pick up a script, read it, dissect the character arcs and meanings (like you would in a college literature class), create an interesting character that brings even more life to the words, and perform the whole thing. You are literally STUDYING a scene. That's a tall order for most kids! As you might imagine, real scene study classes can't happen until the child is mature enough to read independently, comprehend what they are reading, and be able to make independent choices. When people say "You should always be in class", this is the class they mean. 

Within "scene study" there are specific types of material addressed: drama vs. comedy. There are also academic philosophies that teachers hold for getting the students to create characters and do the acting.  

Most kids' teachers use a combination of tactics and philosophies. There are teachers who do "line readings" which means they just tell the kids what to do, and how to say the words, the kids parrot it. While temporarily effective, it doesn't teach real acting skills.  

In contrast, some teachers focus on "Method Acting" as a philosophy. The teachers Lee Strasberg, Stella Adler and Sanford Meisner are considered the pioneers of Method Acting, with each of them taking a slightly different take on it. Without getting too detailed, Method Acting teaches the actor to call on their own emotional memories and substitute that into the scene and/or to find the intent in the scene. Clichés like "be in the moment", "what's my motivation", "stop acting and just BE the character", and "be a chair/tree/dog" are all references to Method Acting. Children tend to lack the life experience to draw on for Method Acting, so you will rarely see children's teachers use the method exclusively.  

Musical Theatre -- Because musical theatre is a very different art form, classes are usually separated. Musical theatre requires actors to be much "bigger" and to have skills singing and dancing, WHILE acting. You'll also want to take additional classes in voice and dance if musical theatre is your goal.  

